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CONFERENCE TO EXAMINE MORMON IMPACT ON THE WEST 
MISSOULA—
The Mormon experience in the Rocky Mountain West is an often neglected topic, but 
that will change Friday and Saturday, Nov. 15-16, with a conference hosted by the O ’Connor 
Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
The University of Montana center’s Fall Humanities and Culture Conference, "Saints 
and Others: Mormonism in the North American West," will feature speakers at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday at the Milwaukee Station, located at 250 Station 
Dr. along the Clark Fork River in Missoula. All events are free and open to the public.
The keynote address, "Mormonism Today and Yesterday: Getting Here From There," 
will be presented at 7:30 p.m. Friday by Jan Shipps, described as the pre-eminent non- 
Mormon interpreter of Mormonism. Her book of essays, "Sojourner in the Promised Land," 
has been widely acclaimed.
Three Saturday speakers hail from Brigham Young University. Brian Cannon will 
present "Mormonism in Montana, 1896-2002," at 9 a.m. Richard Bennett will lecture on 
"Mormonism and the Maple Leaf: The Latter-day Saints in Western Canada" at 10:30 a.m., 
and Kathryn Daynes will discuss "Polygamy and Pioneering" at 1 p.m. A roundtable 
discussion with all the speakers will run from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
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UM’s Carroll and Nancy Fields O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West is a 
regional studies and public policy center that gathers leading scholars, public policy experts 
and students to study the past and help shape the region’s future. The center offers resources 
such as courses, lectures, scholarships, research, conferences and publications that help foster 
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